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1868    old men magnanimously accepting their retirement.   And
e~ 63 this in many cases is very nai'vely put upon the ground
* that as the old men will not consider the public interest
and retire, for fear of letting in a Tory, the new must.

The real danger, in my opinion, of the Liberal party, is
not what you consider it to be.   It is in the renewal of
the tactics which made the last House of Commons a
spectacle of dissension and want of principle, showing
us representatives trying to slip out of the engagements
their constituents conceived them to be bound by, and
others yielding a shameful obedience when called to order
by the dread of losing their seats; while in cases where
this powerful motive was not in operation, men elected
under the same banner proved by their conduct that there
was as irreconcilable a variance in their intentions and
political feelings as if they had sat on opposite sides of
the House.   What gave this deplorable character to the
last House of Commons was that its so-called Liberal
members   were   rallied   under   the   cry   of   supporting
Palmerston, as we are now told they ought to be rallied
under the cry of disestablishing the Irish Church,   Now,
I am not one of those who think that the political pro-
gress of England has but one step more to make before
reaching its summit, where it may rest and be thankful,
and that if a man is ready to vote for the disestablish-
ment of the Irish Church, he is ready to do all that the
staunchest Liberalism can demand of him.   But I would
remind those who differ with me as to the all-sufficiency
of this particular step, that our power to make even that
step next session may depend upon our getting men into
the House of Commons who are not merely certain to
vote for that step, but who will follow their leaders loyally
through all the Parliamentary tactics with which our skilful
opponent will try to impede the way*   Days, weeks, and
months may be lost if Mr, Gladstone's majority is com-
posed of men who will keep their word in voting for the
disestablishment of the Irish Church, but will thwart and
embarrass their leader in every previous step by which
that desirable consummation may have to be led up to.has not been proposed
